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OIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

{TRANSLATION).
ts No. L6118
T-85/T-94
Russian
.[Embossed Seal of the USSR]
Dear Mr. President:

I have received your letter of October 25. From your letter I got the
feeling that you have some understanding of the situation wAich has deve}oped
and a sense of respoqsibility‘ I appreciate this,

By now we have already publicly exchanged our assessments of the events
a}ound Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his interpreta-
tion of these events. Therefore, I would think that, evidentl}, continuing
to exchange opinions at such a distance, even in the form of secret letters,
would probably not add anything to what one side has already said to the
other,

I think you will understand me correctky-if You are really concerned
for the welfare of the world, Evgryone needs peace: both capitalists, if
they have not lost their reason, and 81l the more, commnists-~people who
know how to value not only their own lives but, above all else, the life of
nations. Ve communists are against any wa;s between states at all, and
have been defending the cause of peace ever since we cams into the worid.

We have always regarded war as a calamity, not as a game or a means for
achieving particular purposés, much less as a goal in itself. Our goals .
are clear, and the means of achieving them is work. War is our enenmy and a
calamity f{or all nations., |

' This is how we Soviet peopie, and together with us, other peoples as
well, interpret questions of war and peace. I can say this with assurance
at least for the peoples of the Socialist countries, as well as for all

progressive preople who want peaca, happiness, and friendship among nations.

His Excellency
John Kennedy,
President of the United States of America
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[Embossed Seal of the USSR] -

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

’ Moscow, October 26, 1962 .

Mr. Ambassador:

T transmit herewith a letter from N, S. Khrushchev, Chai.rman of the
Council of Ministers of the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics, to J F.

Kennedy, President of the United States of America,

Respectfully,
{s] A. Gromyko .

l{. .Gromyko

—_——

States .

His Exc_ellency
Foy D. Kohlier,
Ambassador of the United States of America,

Moscow
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Dear Mr. President:

I have received your letter of October 25. From your letter I got the

feeling that you have some understanding of the situation inch has developed

and a sense of responsibility., I appreciate this.

By now we have already publicly exchanged our assessments of the events
around Cuba and each of us has set forth his explanation and his interpreta-
tion of these events. Therefore, I would think that, evidentl&, continuing
to exchange opinions at such a distance, even in the form of secret letters,
would probably not add ahything to what one side has already said to the
other.

I think you will understand me correctly if you are really concerned
for the welfare of the world. quryone needs peace: both capitalists, if
they have not lost their reason, and sll the more, commnists-~people who \
know how to value not only their own lives but, above all else, the life ofA
nations. Ve communists are against any wars between s%ates at all, and
have been defending the cause of peace ever since we came into the world,

We have always regarded war as a calamity, not as a game or a means for
achieving particular purposés, much less as a goal in itself. Our goals
are clear, énd the means of achieving them is work. War is our enemy and a

calamity for all nations.

»
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This is how we Soviet people, and together with us, other peoples as
well, interpret questions of war and peace. I can say this with assurance
at least for the peoples of the Socialist countries, as well as for all

progressive reople who want peace, happiness, and friendship among nations,

His Excellency
John Kennedy,
President of the United States of America
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I can see, Mr, President, that you also are not without a sense of
anxiety for the fate of the world, not without an understanding and correct
assessment of the nature of modern warfare and what war entails. What
good would a war do you? You threaten us with war. But you well know
that the very least you would get in response would be what you had given
us;j you would cuffer the same consequences. And thet must be clear to us--
reople invested with authority, trust ang responsibility. We must not
succumdb to light-headedness and petty passions, regardless of whether
elections are forthcoming in one country or another. These are all
transitory things, but should war indeed break out, it would not be in
our power to contain or stop it, for such is the logic of war., T have
taken part in two war;, gnd I know that war ends only when it has rolled

through cities and villages, sowing death and destruction everywhere,

point are different, or rather that we havé:different definitions for one

tyre of military means or another. And indeed, the same types of armaments

ray in actuality have different interpretations.
You are a military man, and I hope you will understand me. Let us

take a simple cannon for instance. What kind of 2 weapon is it--offensive

or defensive? A cannon is a defensive weapon if it is set up to defend

boundaries or a fortified area. But whon artillery is concentrated and

supplemented by an appropriate number of troops, then the same cannon wil)

have become an offensive weapon, since they prepare and clear the way for

infantry to advance. The same is true for nuclear missile Weapons, ?or'any

type of these weap;ns. é:;
You are mistaken if you think that any of our armaments in Cuba are '

of fensive, However, let us not arpue at this point. Evidently, I shall L.fa

not be able to convince you. But I tell you: You, Mr, President, are a

military man and you mist understand: How can you possibly launch AN affamsdn



even if you have an enormous number of missiles of various ranges and
power on your territary, using these weapons alone? These missiles are a
means of annihilation and destruction, But it is impossible to launch an
offensive by means of these missiles, even nuclear missiles of 100 megaton
yield, because it is only people-~troops--who can advance. Without people
any weapons, whatever their power, cannot be offensive.

How can you, therefore, give this completely wrong interpretation,
which you are now giving,that some weapons in Cuba are offensive,as You
say? All weapons there--and I assure you of this--are of a defensive nature;
they are in Cuba solely for purposes of éefense, and we have sent them to
Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government, And you say that they are
offensive weapons.,

But, Mr. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba could
launch an offensive upon the United States and that even we, together with
Cuba, could advance against you from Cuban territory? Do you really think
so? He. .un that be? We do not understand. Surely, there has not been
any such new development in military strategy that would lead one to believe
that it is possible to advance that wzy. And I mean advance, not destroy;
for those who destroy are barbarians, people who have lost their sanity.

I hold that you have no grounds to think so. You may regard us with
distrust, but you can at any rate rest assured that we are of sound mlnd
and understand rerfectly well that if we launch an offensive against you,
you will respond in kind. But you too will get in response whatevervyou
throw at us. And I think you understand that too., It is our discussion in
Vienna that gives me the right "to speak this way, -

This indicates that we are sane people, that we understand and assess
the situation correctly. How could we, then, allow [ourselves] the wrong
actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunaties or suicides, who themselves
Want to perish and before they die destroy the world, could do this, But i”

we want to live and by no means do we want to dostroy your country. We

want something quite different: to competo with vour countes t <y




suffer the same con#equeﬁces. And that must be clear to us-«
reorle invested with authority, trust and responsibility. We must not
succumdb to light-headedness and petty passions, regardless of whether
elections are forthcoming in one country or another, These are all
transitory things, but should war indeed break out, it ﬁould not be in

our power to contain or stop it, for such is the logic of war, T have
taken part in two wars, and I know that war ends only when it has rolled
through cities and villages, sowing death ang destruction‘everywhere.

I assure you on behalf of the Soviet Government and thé Soviet people
that your arguments regarding offensive Wweapons in Cuba are utterly unfounded.
From what you have written me it is obvious that our interpretations on this
peint are different, or rather that we have different definitions for one
tyre of military means or another., Angd indeed, the same types of armaments
ray in actuality have different interpretations. )

You are a military man, and I hope you will understand me, Let us
take a simple cannon for instance. What kingd of a weapon is’ it--offansive
or defensive? A cannon is a defensive weapon if it is set up to defend
boundaries or a fortified area, But when artillery is concentrated and
supplemented by an appropriate number of troops, then the same cannon will
have secome an of fensive weapon, since they rrepare and clear the way for
infantry to advance. The same is true for nuclear missile weapons, for any
type of these weapons,

You are mistaken if you think that any of our armaments in Cuba are
offensive. However, let us not argue at this point., Evidently, I shall
not be able to convince you. But I tell you: You, Mr. President, are a

military man and you must understand: How can You pbssibiy launch an offensive
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—any Wéapons, whatever their power, cannot be offensive.

How can you, therefore, give this completely wrong interpretation,
which you are now giving,that Some weapons in Cuba are offensive,as You
say? All weapons there--and I assure you of this--are of a defensive natur
they are in Cuba solely for purposes of defense, and we have sent them to
Cuba at the request of the Cuban Government, And you say that they are
offensive weapons.

But, Mr. President, do you really seriously think that Cuba could
launch an offensive upon the United States and that even ve, together with
Cuba, could advance against you from Cuban territory? Do you really think
so? How can that be? We do not understand, Surely, there has not been
2ny such new development in military strategy that would lead one to believe
that it is possible to advance that way. And I mean advance, not destroy;
for those who destroy are barbarians, people who have lost their sanity.

I hold that You have no grounds to think so, You may regard us with
distrust, but you can at any rate rest assured that we are of sound qiﬂd
and understand rerfectly well that if we lagncﬁ an offensive against you,
you will respond in kind, But you too will get in response whateveryvyou
throw at us. And I think you understand that too. It is our discussion in
Vienna that gives me the right to speak this way., .

This indicates that we are sane people, that we understand and assess
the situation correctly. How could we, then, allow [ourselves] the wrong
actions which you ascribe t6 us? Only lunatics or sulcides, who themselves
want to perish and before they die destroy the'world, could do this., But
We want to live and by no means do we want to destroy your country. We

want something quite different: to competo with your country in a peaceful
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endeavor. We argue with you; we have différences on ideological questions.
But our concept of the wdrld'is that questions of ideology, ;s vell as
economic problems, should be ssttled by other than military means; they

" must be solved in peaceful contest, or as this is interpreted in capitalist
society--by corpetition. Our premise has been and remains that peaceful
coexistence of two different sociopolitical systems--a reality of our world--
is essential, and that it is essential to ensure lasting peace. These are
the principlés to which we adhere.

You have now declared piratical measures, the kind that were practiced
in the Middle Ages when ships passing through international waters were
attackéd, and you have called this a "quarantine" around Cuba, Our vqssels
will probably soon enter the zone patrolled by your Navy. I assure you that
the vessels which are now headed for Cuba are carrying the most innocuous
peacefﬁl cargoes. Do you really think that all we spend our time on is
transporting so-called offensive weapons,“atqmic andhhydrogén bonbs? Even
though your military people may possibly imagine that these are some special
kind of weapons, I assure you that they are the most ordihaxy'kind of‘peéce-
ful goods. -

Therefore, Mr. Pres;dent, let us show good sense. I:assure you that
the ships bound for Cuba are carrying no armaments at all. |The armaments
needed for the defense of Cuba are diready there. I do not mean to say that
there have been no shipments of armaments at all. No, there were such ship-
ments. But now Cuba has already obtained the Aecessary weapons for defense.

I do not know whether you can understand me and believé me. But I
wish you would believe yourself and agree that one should not give way to
one!s passions; that one should be master of theﬁ. And what direction are
events taking now? If you begin stopping vessels it woul& be piracy, as
Yyou yourself know. If we should start doing this to your ships you would
be just as indignant as we and the whole world are now indignant. Such
actions cannot be interpreted otherwise, because lawlessness cannot be

legalized. Were this allowed to happen phén there would be no peaces nor .
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would there be peaceful coexistence. Then we would be forced to take the
necessary measures of a defensive nature which would: protect our interests
in accordance with international law. Why do this? What would it all lead
to?

Let us normalize relations. We have received an appeal from U Thant,
Acting Secretary General of the U.N., coniaining his proposals, I have
already answered him. His proposals are to the effect that our side not
ship any armaments to Cuba for a certain period of time while negotiations
are being conducted--and we are prepared to enter into such negotiations--
and the other side notyrq7rpa§:y piratiéal action against vessels navigating
on the high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable. This would be 8
way out of the situation which has.evolved that would give nations a charnce
t0 breathe easily.

You asked what happened, what prompted weapons to be supplied to Cuba?
You spoke of this to our Minister of Foreign Affairs. I will tell you
frankly, Mr. President, what prompted it.

We were very grieved by the fact--I spoke of this in Vienna--that &
1anding was effected and an attack made on Cuba, as a result of ;hich many
Cubans were killed. You yourself told me then that this had been a mistake.
T regarded that explanation with respect. You repeated it to me several
times, hinting that ncteveryone occupying a high position would acknowledge
his mistakes as you did. I appreciate such frankness. For my part I told
you that we too possess no less couragej wWe have also acknowledged the
‘mistakes which have been made in the history of our state, and have not
only acknowledged them but have sharply coydemned them.

While you really are concerned for peace and for the wglfare of your
people--énd this is your duty as President--I, as Chairman of the Council
of Ministers, am concerned for my people. Furthermore, the pfeservation of
universal peace should be our joint concern, since if war broke out under
moderrn éondition;,"it would not be just a war between the Soviet Union and

the United: States, which'actually havo_ﬂ9,¢99§¢9§199§.b?tvesnuﬁh9m,¢but a




—— rwr Cal systems--a reality
s’ essential and that it is essential to ensure lasting peace. These are
the prmciples to which we adhere.

You have now declared piratical measures, the kind that were practiced
in the Middle Ages when ships passing through international waters vwere
attacked, and you héve called this a "quarantine" around Cuba, Our vessels
will probably soon enter the zone patrolled by Your Navy. I assure you that
the vessels which are now headed for Cuba are carrying the most innocuous
peaceful cargoes. Do you really think that all we spend our time on is
transporting so-called offensive weapons, atomic and hydrogen bombs? Even
though your military people may possibly imagine that these are some speéial
kind of weapons, I assure you that they are the most ordinary kind of‘peéce-
ful goods, -

Therefore, Nr, Pr.es-ident, let us show good sense. I:assure you that
the ships bound for Cuba are carrying no armaments at all. | The armaments
needed for the defense of Cuba are aiready there. I do not mean to say that
there have been no shipments of armaments at all. No, there were such ship-
ments. But now Cuba has already obtained the necessary weapons for defense.

I do not know whether you can understand me and believe me. But I
wish you would believe yourself and agree that one should not give way to
one!s passions; that one should be master of them.' And what direction are
events taking now? If you begin stopping vessels it woul& be piracy, as
you yourself know. If we should start doing this to your ships you would
be just as indignant ‘as we and the vhole world are now indignant. Such
actions cannot be interpreted otherwise, because lawlessness cannot be

legaliz ed. Were this allowed to happen then there would be no peacej nor
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~Joting Secretary Gomeral of the U.N., containing his proposals. 1 havc T
already answered him. His proposals are to the effec£ th;t our side not
ship any armaments to Cuba for a certain pqriod of time while negotiations
are being conducted--énd we are prepared to enter into such negotiations--
undertake ‘

and the other side not -/ any piratical action against vessels navigating
on the high seas. I consider these proposals reasonable. This would be a
way out of the situation which has evolved that would give nations a chance
to breathe easily. h

You asked what happened, what pl“Ompted weapons to be supplied to Cuba?
You spoke of this to our Minister of Foreign Affairs, I will tell you
frankly, Mr. President, what prompted it.

We were very grieved by the fact-~I spoke of this in Vienna--that a
landing was effected and an attack made on Cuba, as a result of s;hich many
Cubans were killed. You yourself told me then that this had been a mistake.
T regarded that explanation with respect. You repeated it to me several
times, hinting that ncteveryone occupying a high position would acknowledge
his mistakes as you did. I appreciate such frankness. For my part I told
you that we too possess no less courage; we have also acknowledged the
mistakes which have been made in the history of our state, and have not
only acknowledged them but have sharply copdemed them.

: While you really are concerned for peace and for the wglfare of your
people--c;md this is your duty as President--I, as Chairman of the Couneil
of Ministers, am concerned for my people. Furthermore, the px-‘esérvation of
‘universal peace should be our jeint concern, since if war broke out under
moéém conditiohs, it would not be just a war between the Soviet Union and
the United: States, which actually have no contentions between them, but a
werld-wide war, cruel and dosltructivo. |
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- Why have we undertaken to render such military and economic aid to

Cuba? The answer is; we have done so only out of humanitarian considerations.
At one time our people accomplished its own revolution, when Russia was still
a backward country. Then we were attacked, We were the target of attack by
many countries. The United States took part in that affair. This has been
documented by the participants in aggression against our.country. An entire

book has been written on this by General Graves, who commanded the American

Expeditionary Force at that time. Graves entitled it American Adventure in

Siberia.

We know how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and how difficult
it is to rebuild a country on new principles. We sincerely sympathize with
Cuva and the Cuban people, But we do not interfere in questions of internal
organization; we are not interfering in their affairs. The Soviet Union
wants to help the Cubans build their life, as they themselves desire, so
that others would leave them alone.

You said once that tﬁe United States is not preparing an invasion. But
you have also declared that you sympathize with the Cuban counterrevolutionary
emigrants, support them, and will help them in carrying out their plans
against the present government of Cuba. Nor is it any secret 4o anyone
that the constant threat of armed attack and aggression has hung and continues
to hang over Cuba. It is only this that has prompted us to respond to the
request of the Cuban Goverament to extend it our aid in strengthening the
defense capability of that country.

If the President and Government of the United States would give their
assurances that the United States would itself not tzke part in an attack
upen Cuba and would restrain others from such action; if you recall your
Navy--this would immediately change cverything. I do not speak for Fidel
Castro, but I think that he and the Government of Cuba would, probably,
announce a dewobilization and would call upon the people to commence peace-
ful work., Théh the question of armamants would also be obviated, because

when there is no threat, armaments are only a burden for any people. This L
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would also change the approach to the question of destroying not only the
armaments which you call offensive, but of every other kind of armament.

I have spoken on behalf of the Soviet Government at the United Nations
and introduced a proposal to disband all armies and to destroy all weapons.
How then can I stake myAclaims on these weapons now? |

Armaments bring only disasters. Accumulating them damages the economy,
and putting them to use would destroy reople on both sides. Therefore,
only a madman can believe that armaments are the principal means in the.
life of society. No, they are a forced waste of human energy,.spent,vmore-
over, on the destruction of man himself. If people do not display wisdom,
they will eventually reach the point where they will clash, like blind moles,
and then mutual annihilation will commence.

Let us therefore display statesmanlike wisdom, I propose: we, for
our part, will declare that our ships bound for Cuba aré not carrying any
arrmaments. You will declare that the United States will not invade Cubs
with its tropps and will not support any other forces which might intend to
invade Cuba. Then the necessity for the presence pf our military srecialists
in Cuba will be obviated.

Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh carefully what "the aggressive,
piratical actions which you.have announced the United States intends Po
carry out in international waters would lead to. You yourself know that a
sensible person simply cannot agree to this, cannot recognize your right
éo such action.

If you have done this as the first step towards unleashing war--well
then--evidently nothing remains for us to do but to accept this challenge of
yours. If you have not lost command of yourself and realize clearly what this
could lead to, thed, Mr. President, you and I should not now pull on the ends
of the rope in which you have tied a knot of war, becéuse the harder you and
I pull, the tighter this knot will become. And a time may come when this

knot is tied so tight that the person who tied it is no longer capable of
o untving it, and then tha imat. Alﬂilt—hMW£WMW-rM—-—M



- rrvIexpatS IN aggression against our country. An entire

book has been written on this by General Graves, who commanded the American

Expeditionary Force at that time. Graves entitled it American Adventure in

Siberia.

Ve knew how difficult it is to accomplish a revolution and how difficult
it is to rebuild a country on new principles. We sincerely sympathize with
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Armaments bring only disasters. Accumulating them damages the economy,
and putting them to use would destroy reople on both sides. Therefore,
only a madman can believe that armaments are the principal means in the.
life of society. No, they are a forced waste of human energy,.spent, more-
over, on the destruction of man himself. If reople do not display wisdom,
they will eventually reach the point whare they will clash, like blind moles,
and then mutual annihilation will commence.

Let us therefore display statesmanlike wisdom, I propose: we, for
our part, will declare that our ships bound for Cuba aré not carrying any
armarments, You will declare that the United States will not invade Cubs
with its tropps and will not suprort any other forces which might intend to
invade Cuba. Then the necessity for the presence of our military specialists
in Cuba will be obviated,

Hr. President, I appeal to you to weigh carefully whet ‘the aggressive,
piratical actions which you.have announced the United States intends to
carry out in international waters would lead to. You yourself know that a
sensible pérson simply cannot agree to this, cannot recognize your right
éo such action,

If you have done this as the first step towards unleashing war--well
then--evidently nothing remains for us to do but to accept this challenge of
yours. If you have not lost command of yourself and realize clearly what this
could lead to, ther, Mr. President, you and I should not now pull on the ends
of the rope in which you have tied a knot of war, becéuse the harder you and
I pull, the tighter this knot will bocoma. And a time may come when this
knot is tied so tight that the person who tied it is no longer capable of

untying it, and then the knot will have to be cut. What that would mean I
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need not explain to you, because you yovrself understand perfectly what
dread forEes our two countries possess.

Therefore, if there is no intention of tightening this knot, thereby
doorting the world to the catastrophe of thermohuclear war, let us not only
relax the forces straining on the ends of the rope, let us take measurss
for untying this knot., Ve are agreeable to this.

We welcome all forces which take the position of peace. Therefore, I
both expressed gratitude to Mr. Bertrand Russell, who shows alarm and coAcern
for the fate of the world, and readily responded to the appeal of the Acting
Secretary General of the U.N., U Thant.

These, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, if you should agree
with them, cofild put an end to the tense situétion which is disturbing all
peoples.

These thoughts are governed by a sincere desire to alleviate the
situation and remove the threat of war,

Respectfully,
[s] N. Khrushchev

N. Khrushtchev

October 26, 1962
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TRANSLATION OF LETTER FROM "
CHAIRMAN KHRUSHCHEV TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY DATED OCTOBER 26, 1962

~

Dear Mr. President:

I have received your letter of October 25, From your letter I
got the feeling thet you have scme understending of the situation which
has developed and (ecme)sense of responsibility. I value this. -

Bow: we have already publicly exchanged our evaluation of the evente
eround Cuba and each of us hss set forth his explanstion and his under-
gtanding of these events. _Consequently, I would jJudge that, apperently,
a cortinuation of an exchange of opinions &t such a distance, even in the
form of secret letters, will hardly add enything to that which one side
has alresdy sgid to the other. .

1 ihink you will understand me correctly if you are really.concerned
about the welfare of the world. Everyone nceds peace: both cepitalists,
1f they hsve not lost their reason, and, still more, communists, people.
who know how to value not only their owxn lives but, more then anything,
the lives of the peoples. We, comunists, are against all wars between
states in generel and have been defending the cause of peace since we
came into the world., We heve always regarded war as a calamity, and
not &s a game nor as & means of the sttaiment of definite goals, nor,

&1l the more, as a goal in itself. Our goals are clear, and the means to
attein them is lsbor. War is our enemy and a calamity for all the peoples.

Tt is thus that we, Soviet people, and, together with us, other
reoples as well, understand the questions of war and pessce, I can, in
any case, firmly say this for the peoples of the socizlist countries, as
well as for all progressive people who want peace, happiness, and
friendship among peoples. . )

T see, Mr. President, that you too are not devoid of a sense of
arixiety for the fete of the world, of understanding, and of what war
enteils. Whzt would a war give you? You are threatening us with war.

But you well know that the very least which you would receive in reply
wonld be that you would experience the same consequences as those wnich
you sent us. And that must be clear to us, people invested with authority,
trust, and responsibility, We must not guccumb to intoxication and petty
pessions, regardless of whether elections are impending in this or that
country, or not impending., These are all transient things, but if

jndeed war should bregk out, then it would not be in our power to stop

it, for such is the logic of war, I have participated in two wars and
know that war ends when it has rolled through cities and villages,
everywhats 30w:n3 death dnd destructien.. ' .
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In the name of the Sovrlet Govermeeat end e Sovies pecule, 1
agssure you that your conclusicns resarding offensive weepons on Cuba
are grouniless. It ic apparent from what you have written me that our
conceptions ere different on this score, or yather, ve have different
estimates of these or thoss militayy means. Indeed, in reality, the
same forms of weapons can have different interpretations.

You are a military man and, I hope, will understand me. let us
4oke for example a sizple camnonm. What sort of meens is this: offensive
or defencive? A ccmron 1S a defensive mcans 4f it is set wp to defend
boundaries or & fortifies area. But if onc concentrates artillery, and
edds to it the nocessary snember of tzoops, then the game cannoas do
tecaze an offensive mesns, teczuse they prepave and clexr the way for
inf.ntry to atteck. The eanps hsppens with missile-muclear wespons ag
well,; with eay type of this weapom. ' .

You ere misteren 42 you think that any of our means on Cuba are’
offensive. However, let us not quavrel now. It &g apparent that I
will rot be able to cogvince you of this. But I esy Yo you:  you,
Mr. Preciders, ars & military san end sheuld undeystand: esn one
atisck, if cne hes on one's territory evea an encrnous quantity of o
pissiles of verious effective radiuses and various pover, but using only
these meens. These missiles are a means of esYeminztion and destruction.
Byt one cermot attach witk the&e missiles, even muclesr missiles of a
power of 100 megatons becauvse cnly people, troops, can attack. ' Withoud
pecrle, any mcans hovever poweriul cannct be offernsive,

How can one, comsegvently, give such a campletely incorrect inter-
pretation as you ave noy giving, to the effect that same sort of mesns on
Cuba, ave offensive. All the mesns locoted there, and I assuxe you of -
this, heve a defensive charvectey, ere on Cubs salely for the purpose
of defensa, and ve have sent them to Cube at the request of the Cuban
Goverrment. You, hovever, say thet thess are offensive mcans.

Bt, Mr. President, do you really ssriously think that Cube can
atieck the United States and that.even we togzether with Cuba can attack
you fraa the territory of Cuba? ganymxeall.ythinkthatvay? How 18
it poseible? We &0 not undersieni this. Hes something 8o new eppeared
in militery strategy thabt ocnc can think that it 1s possible to attack
thus. I say precisely atisck, and not destroy, since barbarians,
peonle vlico have lost thoir sense, destxoy.

T dbelieve thst you have no basis to think this way. You can regard
us with distrust, but, in any case, you csn be calm in this regard, that
we are of sound mind and understand perfectly well that if we attack
you, you will regpond the smme way. But you 100 will receive the sare
that you hurl seainet,ue. . Apd I thirk %t you also understand this.

My conversstion with yo in Vienn: gives we the ¥ight to talk to you
this wvay. - - S O

This indicates that we are nommal people, that we correctly
understand and correctly evaluate the situation. Consequently, how
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can we permit the incorrect actions which you ascribe to us? Only lunatics
or suicides, who themselves want to perish and to destroy the whole world
efore they die, could do this. We, howevir, went to live and do not at
all wart to destroy your ccuntry. We want sarething quite different:

4o earpete with your courtTy on & peaceful basis, We quarrel with you, we
have Aiffevences on idesdosicel questions. But our view of the world
consists in this, thst idsdiogicel questicez, as vell as ecanamic
problems, should be selved nct by military mears, Zhey must be solved

on the vasic of pezceful coaprtition, i.e., as this is understood in
capiiclis socicky, on the basis of campetition. We have proceeded and
are procesding fros the fact that the peacefud co-czistenze of the two
different socinl-politicsl systams; now existing in the world, is
neeeasary, et it 1o necessery to assuro 2 stalle pence. Tozt is the
sors of primciple we hold.

You have now procleimed piratical messures, vhich were exployed in
the Middle Ages,; vhen ships proceeéing in internnticmsl waters were
ettocked, end you have calied this "a quarantine” around Cube. Our
vesscls, Rgparcatliy, will soon eater the zone vhich your Nevy is
potroiling. I assuwre you that these vesscls, now urd for Cube, ave
carrying @e most innocent peaceful caxgoss. Do you Pe2lly think that
wo only occupy ocurselves with the cartisge of so-called olffensive
weapons, etoxic and hydvogen boxbs?  Although perhsps your military pecple
imneine that those (carmoes) axe some sort of special type of weepons
T assure you thal they eve the most ordinmary peeceful products.

Consequently. Kr. President, let us show good sense. I assure
you thet on those ships, which ave bound for Cube, thers ayre no wveap©ns
at all. The wospons whaich were necesseyy for the defense of Cube are
already there. I do pot want %o soy thet there were not any suipments
of weepons et ell. Eo, thero were such ghipments. But now Cuba has
alroady recelved the necesseyy moans of defenzs.

T doh't knos whether you can understand me and believe me. But I
ghowid 1ike to kave you beiieve iun yourself and to agree that one
csmnot give way to passioms; it is necessary to control them., Amd in
shob direction axe eventis nov developing? If you stop the vessels, then,
as you yourself koow, that would de piracy. I7 ve started to do thet with
mwﬁhmrships,thenmvaulddaobeummwvem&e
waolie worid are noc, Ozz cenmot give another irterpretation to such
actions, becauss ane cannot legalize laviessness. I this were permitted,
" then there would be no peace, there would also be no peaceful co-
existence. We ghould then be forced vo put into effect the nscessary
peesures of & Gefensive character to protect cur interests in eccordancs
with internotional lav, . Why ehonld this de Aone? To vhet would &)l
this Jesd? = ! R
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Let uz nomelize reictions. We have received an appecl fxom the
Acting Secretary General of the UN, U Teant, with his proposals. I
have alresdy answered him. His proposals come to this, that our side
sheald not transport amements of any kind to Cuba during a certain
period of time;, vhlie nezvtiations ave baing conducied - and we are
realdy to enter sush megotistioms - and the other side should not under-
take eny sori of piratiszsi actions against vessels engaged in mvigation
aa the pisk scas. I cousider these proposals rescomshle. Tals would be
a vay out of the situetion vhich hos been ereated, which wouid give
the peoples the peasibility of baeathing calzly. You have acked vhat
keppenad,; what evozed the delivery of weepons to Cuba? You have spoken
abrre this to our Hinister of Forelgn Affairxs. I will tell you
fronkly, Mr. President; vhat evoked it.

We were very grigeed by the fect ~ I spcke about 4 in Viemns -
thet a landins took piace, that er atteck on Cubz was ocmmitted; as a
rewds of vaich many Cubang pewished. You yourself told me then that
this hod been s misteks. 1 raspecied that explernsiion. You repented
it to me seveoral times, pointing out that nol everyboly otcupying &
hiza position vorld acinovledge his mistakes as you had doane. I value
sach fravimess. For zy part, I tcld you that we 400 pessess no less
courass; ve ailso acknowledged those mictakez waick had bees camitted.
céaring the history of our siate, and not only ecknouledged, but sherxply
canderned them,

I2 you ar¢ 7eelly concerned about the peace anl weifare of your
rosple; anu this is your responsibility eas President, as I, as the
Cuoizman of the Council of Ministers; em concerncd for my peoplie.
Yoreover, the presexvation of worid peace should be our Joint concezn,
since if, under contemorsry conditions, wer ehovld break out, it would
be & vor not only bejween the yecinrooal claiwes, but a world wide
crucl and destructive war.

Way have we proceeded 4o assict Cube with military and economice ald?
The mower is: wehavepmeeaedtodoaomlymrmsms of hemnitayricnism.
At one time, our people itszlif had a revoiution, when Iussia was still o
tackverd combyy. We were attacked then. We wexe the tarzet of attack
by many countries, Tho USA parbicipated in that edventure. This hes been
recordcd by particizants in the agoression sgainst cur country. A while
bock hap beca writien about this by Geperxsl Gravee, vho, at that time,

corzmended the US expediticnery corps. Graves called it "Tho American
Adverture in Siberiz”. -

We kmow hoe difficult it is to&cemuahamolutimnndm
difficult it de do .recomstiuct a cwnisy on ww foundationa. We
sincerzly mpstm..cvﬁhmba amthecu‘r-snmlp, tut we ate not
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interfering in quecstions of domestic structure, we are not interfering
in their sffairs, The Soviet Union desires to help the Cubans build
their 1ife as they themselves wish and that oth rs shou d not hinder
them,

Yo once s&id that the United States was not prepa-ins an invasion.
B - vo» also declsred that Mou sympathized with the Cuban counter-
revolutionsry emirrants, that you support them and would help ther to
rea‘ize their olane sgainst the present government of Cubta. It is also
not @ secret to anyone that the threst of armed attack, asgression,
hes constantly hung, &nd continues to hang over Cuba. It was oniy this
yhich impelled '8 to respond to the reguest of the C'ban government to
furnish it aid for the gtrengthenine of the defensive capacitr of this
contry.

If assurances were riven by the President and the government of
the Unj‘ed States that the USA 1tmel " would not participste in an attack
on Cubz end would restrain rthers from actions of this sort, if you
would recell your flest, this would {rmediately change everything.

I an not spesking for Fidel Cestro, but I think that he and the govern-
ment of Cube, evidently, would declare demobiligation and would appeal
o the people to get down toO pezceful labor. Thenm, too, the guestion
of srmaments would dissppear, since, if there is no threat; then
armsmentz ars a burden for every people. Then, too, the question of
the deatruction, not only of the ermemerts which you eall offensive,
but of &1l other armamentis as well, would look different.

I spoke in the name of the Soviet government in the United Nations
" #nd introduced & proposal for the disbencment of all ermies and for the
destruction of all armaments. How then can I now count on theme arme-
ments? Armacents bring only disasiers. when one accumulates them,
this damages the eccnemy, znd 1?2 one puts them to use, then they
destroy people on both sides. Consequently, only & mad man can believe
that armements are the principal means in the life of society. No,
they are sn enforced loss of humsn energy, &nd what is more are for the
destruction of man himself. If people do not show wisdom, then in the
final annlysis they will come to a clash, like blind moles, and then
reciprocal exterminstion will begin.

Let us therefore show statesmanlike wisdom. T propose: we for
our part, will declare ihat our ships, bound for Cubs, will not carry
any kind of armsments. You would declare that the United States will
not invade Cuts with its forces and will not support any sort of forces
which might intend to carry out an jnvasion of Cuba. Then the necessity
for the presence of our military specialists in Cuba would disappear.

U kLRI
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Mr., President, I appeel to ycu to weigh well what tho apgressive
piraticel actiens, which you have declared the USA intends to carry out
in jnternational waters, would l-ad to. You yourself know that any
sensible man simply cannot agree with this, camnot recognize your right
to such actions.

No. 14

If you did this as the first step towards the unleashinr of war,
well then, it is evident that nothing else is left to us but to accept
this challenge of yours., If, however, you have not lost your self-
control and sensibly conceive what this might lead to, then, Mr,
President, we and you ought not now to pull on the ends of the rope in
which you have tied the knot of war, because the more the two of
ns pull, the tiphier thet knot will be tied. And a moment may come when
that knot w21l be tied so tight that even he who tied it will not have
the strength to untie it, end then it will be necessary to cut that knot,
and waat that would mean is not for me to explein to you, bscause you
yourself understand perfectly of whai terrible forces our countries
dispose.

Conseguently, if there is no intention to tighten that knot and
thereby to doom the world to the catastrophe of thermonuclear war, then
lot us not only relax the forces pulling on the ends of the rope,
let us take measures to untie thet knot. We ars ready for this.

We welcome all forces which stand on positlons of peace.
Consequertly, I expressed gratituds to Mr. Bertrand Russell, too, who
manifests &larm and concern for the fate of the worid, and I readily

responded to the appeal of the Acting Secretary General of the UN,
I} Thant.

There, Mr. President, are my thoughts, which, if you agreed with
them, could put an end to that tense situation which is disturbing
all peoples.

These thoughts are dictated by a sincere desire to relieve the
situation, to remove the threat of war.

Respsctfully yours,

/8/ N. Khrushchev
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| THINK YOU WILL UNDERSTAND ME CORRECTLY IF YOU ARE REALLY ,

CONCERNED ABOUT THE WELFARE OF THE WORLD, EVERYONE NEEDS ""
PEACE: BOTH CAPITALISTS, IF THEY HAVE NOT LOST THEIR REASON,’

STILL MORE, COMMUNISTS, PEOPLE WHO KNOW HOW TO VALUE NOT. ONLY
THEIR OWN LIVES BUT, MORE THAN ANYTHING, THE LIVES OF THE,
PEOPLES, WE, COMMUNISTS ARE AGAINST ALL WARS BETWEEN STATES
IN GENERAL AND HAVE BEEN DEFENDING THE CAUSE OF PEACE SINC
WE CAME INTO THE WORLD, WE HAVE ALWAYS REGARDED WAR AS A
CALAMITY, AND NOT AS A GAME NOR AS A MEANS FOR THE ATTAINMEN
OF DEFINITE GOALS, NOR, ALL THE MORE, AS A GOAL IN ITSELF
OUR GOALS ARE CLEAR AND THE MEANS TO ATTAIN THEM IS LABOR
WAR 1S OUR ENEMY AND A CALAMITY FOR ALL THE PEOPLES. . :

IT 1S THUS THAT WE, SOVIET PEOPLE, AND, TOGETHER WITH US,
OTHER PEOPLES AS WELL UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS OF WAR AN
PCACE, | CAN, IN ANY CASE FIRMLY SAY THIS FOR THE PEOPLES
OF THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES AS WELL AS FOR ALL PROGRESSIVE.q
FEOPLE WHO WANT PEACE, HAPPINESS AND FRIENDSHIP AMONG PEOPLE

| SEE, MR, PRESIDENT, THAT YOU TOO ARE NOT [ DEVOID OF A SENSE
OF ANXIETY FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLDIﬂHEI*UNDERSTANDING
AND OF WHAT WAR ENTAILS, WHAT WOULD A WAR GIVE YOU? YOU,ARE
THREATENING US WITH WAR, BUT YOU WELL KNOW THAT THE VER
LEAST WHICH YOU WOULD RECEIVE IN REPLY WOULD BE THAT YOU WO
EXPERIENCE THE SAME CONSEQUENCES AS THOSE WHICH YOU SENT;USg
AND THAT MUST BE CLEAR TO US, PEOPLE INVESTED WITH AUTHORITY
TRUST, AND RESPONSIBILITY, WE MUST NOT SuccuMmB TO INTOXICATIO
AND PETTY PASSIONS, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ELECTIONS ARE
IMPENDING IN THIS OR THAT COUNTRY, OR NOT IMPEND ING, THESE
ARE ALL TRANSIENT THINGS, BUT IF INDEED WAR SHOULD BREAK. OUT
THEN IT WOULD NOT BE IN OUR POWER TO STOP 1T, FOR SUCH 1S -
THE LOGIC OF WAR, | HAVE PARTICIPATED IN TWO WARS AND KNOW
THAT WAR ENDS WHEN IT HAS ROLLED THROUGH CITIES AND VILLAGES
EVERYWHERE SOWING DEATH AND DESTRICTION, i



_3- 1101, OCTOBER 26, 7 PM (SECTION ONE OF FOUR) FROM MOSCOW

IN THE NAME OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND THE SOVIET PEOPLE,
| ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR CONCLUSIONS REGARDING OFFENSIVE - ,
WEAPONS ON CUBA ARE GROUNDLESS, IT IS APPARENT FROM WHAT'YOU
HAVE WRITTEN ME THAT OUR CONCEPTIONS ARE DIFFERENT ON THI
SCORE, OR RATHER, WE HAVE DIFFERENT ESTIMATES OF THESE OR H
MILITARY MEANS, INDEED IN REALITY, THE SAME FORMS OF
CAN HAVE DIFFERENT lNTERPRETATIONS

YOU ARE A MILITARY MAN AND, | HOPE, WILL UNDERSTAND ME, LET
US TAKE FOR EXAMPLE A SIMPLE CANNON, WHAT SORT OF MEANS IS:
THIS: OFFENSIVE OR DEFENSIVE? A CANNON IS A DEFENSIVE MEANS:
IT IS SET UP TO DEFEND BOUNDARIES OR A FORTIFIED AREA, BUT
IF ONE-CONCENTRATES ARTILLERY, AND ADDS TO IT THE NECESSARY .
NUMBER OF TROOPS, THEN THE SAME CANNONS DO BECOME AN OFFENSI
MEANS, BECAUSE THEY PREPARE AND CLEAR THE WAY FOR INFANTR £
7O ATTACK, THE SAME HAPPENS WITH MISSILE-NUCLEAR WEAPONS. A
WELL, WITH ANY TYPE OF THIS WEAPON,

YOU ARE MISTAKEN IF YOU THINK THAT ANY OF OUR MEANS ON CUBA'
ARE OFFENSIVE, HOWEVER, LET US NOT QUARREL NOW, IT 1S APPAREN
THAT | WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONVINCE YOU OF THIS, BUT | SA
TO YOU: YOU, MR, PRESIDENT, ARE A MILITARY MAN AND SHOULD
UNDERSTANDo CAN ONE ATTACK IF ONE HAS ON ONEtS TERRITORY
EVEN AN ENORMOUS QUANTITY OF MISSILES OF VARIOUS EFFECTIVE
RADIUSES AND VARIOUS POWER, BUT USING ONLY THESE MEANS, “:
THESE MISSILES ARE A MEANS OF EXTERMINATION AND DESTRUCTION, “::
BUT ONE CANNOT ATTACK WITH THESE MISSILES, EVEN NUCLEAR MISS LE
OF A POWER OF 100 MEGATONS BECAUSE ONLY PEOPLE TROOPS, “f
CAN ATTACK, WITHOUT PEOPLE, ANY MEANS HOWEVER POWERFUL CANNO
BE OFFENSIVE,

HOW CAN ONE, CONSEQUENTLY GIVE SUCH A COMPLETELY INCORRECY
INTERPRETATION AS YOU ARE NOW GIVING, TO THE EFFECT THAT SOME
SORT OF MEANS ON CUBA ARE OFFENSIVE ALL THE MEANS LOCATED T ERE,



AND | ASSURE YOU OF THIS, HAVE A DEFENS|VE cHARAcTER,iARE ;
ON CUBA SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSES OF DEFENSE, AND WE HAVE  SENT
THEM TO CUBA AT THE REQUEST OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT, " YOU
HOWEVER, SAY THAT THESE ARE OFFENSIVE MEANS, S
KOHLER
GDW
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BUT, MR, PRESIDENT, DO YOU REALLY SERIOUSLY THINK THAT CUBA CAN
ATTACK THE UNITED STATES AND THAT EVEN WE TOGETHER WITH CUBA
CAN ATTACK YOU FROM THE TERRITORY OF CUBA? CAN YOU REALLY THINK
THAT WAY? HOW IS IT POSSIBLE? WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THIS,
HAS SOMETHING SO NEW APPEARED IN MILITARY STRATEGY THAT ONE
CAN THINK THAT IT 1S POSSIBLE TC ATTACK THUS, | SAY PRECISELY .
ATTACK, AND NOT DESTROY, SINCE BARBARIANS, PEOPLE WHO HAVE |

LOST THEIR SENSE, DESTROY :

I BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE NO BASIS TO THINK THIS WAY. YOU o
CAN REGARD US WITH DISTRUST, BUT, IN ANY CASE, YOU CAN BE CALM
IN THIS REGARD, THAT WwE ARE OF SOUND MIND AND UNDERSTAND PERFECT
WELL THAT IF WE ATTACK YOU, YOU WILL RESPOND THE SAME WAY, ™
BUT YOU TOO WILL RECEIVE THL SAME THAT YOU HURL AGAINST US,
AND | THINK THAT YOU ALSO UNDEFRSTAND THIS, MY CONVERSATION: Wl
YOU IN VIENNA GIVES ME THE RIGHT TO TALK TO YOU THIS WAY..L”

THIS INDICATES THAT WE ARE NORMAL PEOPLE, THAT WE .CORRECTLY -
UNDERSTAND AND CORRECTLY EVALUATE THE SITUATION. CONSEQUENTLYV
HOW CAN WE PERMIT THE INCORRECT ACTIONS WHICH YOU ASCRIBE TO
US? ONLY LUNATICS OR SUICIDES, WHO THEMSELVES WANT TO PERISH
AND TG DESTROY THE WHOLE WORLD BZFORE THEY DIE, COULD DD THlS

SECRE ;;. REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY. |
- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNOLASSIHED"
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WE, HOWEVER, WANT TO LIVE AND DO NOT AT ALL WANT TO DESTRO
COUNTRY WE WANT SOMETHING QUITE DIFFERENT: TO COMPETE WIT
YOUR COUNTRY ON A PEACEFUL BASIS, WE QUARREL WITH YOU_ "W
HAVE DIFFERENCES ON IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS, BUT. OUR VI
WORLD CONSISTS IN THIS, THAT IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS, AS WE
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, SHOULD BE SOLVED NOT BY MILlTARY MEAN ’
MUST BE SOLVED ON THE BASIS OF PEACEFUL COMPETITION, |,E,,
AS THIS IS UNDERSTOOD IN CAP{TALIST SOCIETY, ON THE BASIS OF
COMPETITION, WE HAVE PROCEEDED AND ARE PROCEEDING FROM THE "
FACT THAT THE PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE OF THE TWO DIFFERENT:
SOCIAL-POLITICAL SYSTEMS, NOW EXISTING IN THE WORLD, IS .
NECESSARY, THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO ASSURE A STABLE PEACE. 1
THAT IS THE SORT OF PRINCIPLE WE HOLD,

YOU HAVE NOW PROCLAIMED PIRATICAL MEASURES, WHICH WERE EMPLOYED
IN THE MIDDLE AGES, WHEN SHIPS PROCEEDING IN INTERNATIONAL °
WATERS WERE ATTACKED AND YOU HAVE- CALLED THIS "A QUARANT INEM
AROUND CUBA, OUR VESSELS, APPARENTLY, WILL SOON ENTER THE.ZON
WHICH YOLRNAVY IS PATROLLING, | ASSURE YOU THAT THESE VESSELS
NOW BOUND FOR CUBA, ARE CARRYING THE MOST INNOCENT PEACEFUL °
CARGOES, DO YOU REALLY THINK THAT WE ONLY OCCUPY OURSELVES '
WITH THE CARRIAGE OF SO-CALLED OFFENSIVE WEAPONS, ATOMIC
AND HYDROGEN BOMBS? ALTHOUGH PERHAPS YOUR MILITARY PEOPLE IMAGI
THAT THESE (CARGOES) ARE SOME SORT OF SPECIAL TYPE OF '
WEAPON, | ASSURE YOU THAT THEY ARE THE MOST ORDINARY PEACEFUL
PRODUCTS, ;

CONSEQUENTLY, MR, PRESIDENT, LET US SHOW GOOD SENSE, | ASSURE
YOU THAT ON THOSE SHIPS, WHICH ARE BOUND FOR CUBA, THERE ARE NO
WEAPONS AT ALL, THE WEAPONS WHICH WERE NECESSARY FOR THE . DEFENS
OF CUBA ARE ALREADY THERE, | DO NOT WANT TO SAY THAT THERE WERE
NCT ANY SHIPMENTS OF WEAPONS AT ALL, NO, THERE WERE SUCH SHIPME
BUT NOW CUBA HAS ALREADY RECEIVED THE NECESSARY MEANS OF DEFE S

I DONtT KNOW WHETHER YOU CAN UNDCRSTAND ME AND BELIEVE ME
BUT | SHOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOU BELIEVE IN YOURSELF AND TO' GR“'
THAT ONE CANNOT GIVE WAY TO PASSIONS; IT 1S NECESSARY TO

SERRET
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THEM, AND IN WHAT DIRECTION ARE EVENTS NOW DEVELOPING? 11
THE VESSELS, THEN, AS YOU YOURSELF KNOW, THAT WOULD BE .
IF WE STARTED TO DO THAT WITH REGARD TO YOUR SHIPS, THE
WOULD ALSO BE AS INDIGNANT AS WE AND THE WHOLE WORLD NOW .
ONE CANNOT GIVE ANOTHER INTERPRETATION TO SUCH ACTIONS,
ONE CANNOT LEGALIZE LAWLESSNESS, IF THIS WERE PERMITTED
THEN THERE WOULD BE NO PEACE, THERE WOULD ALSO BE NO PEACEFU
COEXISTENCE, WE SHOULD THEN BE FORCED TO PUT INTO EFFECT. ‘THE
NECESSARY MEASURES OF A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER TO PROTECT OUR..
INTERESTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW, WHY SHOULD THI
BE DONE? TO WHAT WOULD ALL THIS LEAD? =

KOHLER
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% LET US NORMALIZE RELATIONS, WE HAVE RECEIVED AN APPEAL FROM
" THE ACTING SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN, U THANT, WITH HIS PR

POSALS, | HAVE ALREADY ANSWERED HIM, HIS PROPOSALS COME';IQ;{T_H
THAT OUR SIDE SHOULD NOT TRANSPORT ARMAMENTS OF ANY KIND:TO -

YOU HAVE ASKED WHAT. HAPPENED, WHAT EVOKED THE DELIVERY OF
WEAPONS TO CUBA? YBU HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT THIS TO OUR MINISTE
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, | WILL TELL YOU FRANKLY, MR, PRESIDENT;
WHAT EVOKED IT, :

—
POpRY

WE WERE VERY GRIEVED BY THE FACT .. | SPOKE ABOUT IT:*II
THAT A LANDING TOOK PLACE, THAT AN ATTACK ON CUBA WAS .C

© REPRODUCTION. FROM -THIS . -
SESRER PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFTED:




-2- 1101, OCTOBER 26, 7 PM (SECTION THREE OF FOUR) FROM MOSEO

MISTAKES AS YOU HAD DONE, | VALUE SUCH FRANKNESS, FOR MY
PART, | TOLD YOU THAT WE TOO POSSESS NO LESS COURAGE' :
WE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THOSE MISTAKES WHICH HAD BEEN COMM!TTE
DURING THE HISTORY OF OUR STATE, AND NOT ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED'
BUT SHARPLY CONDEMNED THEM, .

IF YOU ARE REALLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PEACE AND WELFARE bF
YOUR PEOPLE, AND THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS PRESIDENT
THEN |, AS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, - -
AM CONCERNED FOF MY PEOPLE, MOREOVER, THE PRESERVATION OF. WURLD
PEACE SHOULD BE OUR JOINT CONCERN, SINCE IF, UNDER CONTEMPORARY
CONDITIONS, WAR SHOULD BREAK OUT, IT WOULD dE A WAR NOT ONLY
BETWEEN THE RECIPROCAL CLAIMS, BUT A WORLD WIDE CRUEL AND
DESTRUCTIVE WAR,

WHY HAVE WE PROCEEDED TO A3SIST CUBA WITH MILITARY AND :
ECONOMIC AID? THE ANSWER [S: WE HAVE PROCEEDED TO DO SO ONLYW ;
FOR REASONS OF HUMANITARIANISM, AT ONE TIME, OUR PEOPLE ITSELF’
HAD A REVOLUTION, WHEN RUSSIA WAS STILL A BACKWARD COUNTRY %
WE WERE ATTACKED THEN, WE WERE THE TARGET OF ATTACK BY. MANY
COUNTRIES, THE USA PARTICIPATED IN THAT ADVENTURE, THIS: H'
BEEN RECORDED BY PARTICIPANTS IN THE AGGRESSION AGAINST:O
COUNTRY, A WHOLE BOOK HAS BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT THIS BY GENERAL
GRAVES, WHO, AT THAT TIME, COMMANDED THE US EXPEDITIONAR
CORPS, GRAVES CALLED IT "THE ‘AMERICAN ADVENTURE IN SIBER‘

WE KNOW HOW DIFFICULT 1T IS TO ACCOMPLISH A REVOLUTION~AND&H”
FICULT IT 1S TO RECONSTRUCT A COUNTRY ON NEW FOUNDATION
.SINCERELY SYMPATHIZE WITH CUBA AND THE CUBAN PEOPLE, BU
INTERFERING IN QUESTIONS OF DOMESTIC STRUCTURE, WE:ARE
NOT INTERFERING IN THEIR AFFAIRS, THE SOVIET UNION DESI
TO HELP THE CUBANS BUILD THEIR LIFE AS THEY THEMSELVES. wns
AND THAT OTHERS SHOULD NOT HINDER THEM,

YOU ONCE SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS NOT PREPARINGﬁ f
INVASION, BUT YOU ALSO GECLARED THAT YOU SYMPATHIZED WIT

/

. 6: .
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THE CUBAN COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY EMIGRANTS, THAT YOU SUPPORT
THEM AND WOULD HELP THEM TO REALIZE THEIR PLANS AGAINST. THE
PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF CUBA, IT IS ALSO NOT A SECRET T0° ANY NE
THAT THE THREAT OF ARMED ATTACK, AGGRESSION, HAS CONSTANTLY '
"HUNG, AND CONTINUES TO HANG OVER CUBA, IT WAS ONLY THIS WHICH
IMPELLED US TO RESPOND TO THE REQUEST OF THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT

TO FURNISH IT AID FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF THE DEFENSIVE‘CAPA
OF THIS COUNTRY,

IF ASSURANCES WERE GIVEN BY THE PRESIDENT AND THE GOVERNMEN
OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE USA ITSELF WOULD NOT PARTICIP/
IN AN ATTACK ON CUBA AND WOULD RESTRAIN OTHERS FROM ACTIONS"
OF THIS SORT, IF YOU WOULD RECALL YOUR FLEET, THIS WOULD
IMMEDIATELY CHANGE EVERYTHING, | AM NOT SPEAKING FOR FIDEL
CASTRO, BUT | THINK THAT HE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA,
EVIDENTLY WOULD DECLARE DEMOBILIZATION AND WOULD APPEAL’TO
THE PEOPLE TO GET DOWN TO PEACEFUL LABOR, THEN, TOO,’ THE”IH
QUESTION OF ARMAMENTS WOULD DISAPPEAR, SINCE IF THERE IS'N
THREAT, THEN ARMAMENTS ARE A BURDEN FOR EVERY PEOPLE, : THEN,
T00, THE QUESTION OF THE DESTRUCTION, NOT ONLY OF THE" ‘ARM
WHlCH YOU CALL OFFENSIVE, BUT OF ALL OTHER ARMAMENTS A
WELL, WOULD LOOK DIFFERENT ‘

| SPOKE IN THE NAME OF THE SOV!ET GOVERNMENT IN THE UNIT ;
NATIONS AND INTRODUCED A PROPOSAL FOR THE DISHBANDMENT OF. LL

ARMIES AND FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL ARMAfﬁNTS. HOW: THE CA
| NOW COUNT ON THOSE ARMAMENTS?

KOHLER -
GOW -
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o _ ARMAMENTS BRING ONLY DISASTERS, WHEN ONE ACCUMULATES THEM,
) THIS DAMAGES THE ECONOMY, AND IF ONE PUTS THEM TO USE,
| THEN THEY DESTROY PEOPLE ON BOTH SIDES, CONSEQUENTLY, *ONLY-
X © A MADMAN CAN BELIEVE THAT ARMAMENTS ARE THE PRINCIPAL MEANS
!i : IN THE LIFE OF SOCIETY, NO, THEY ARE AN ENFORCED LOSS OF.; -
| HUMAN ENERGY, AND WHAT IS MORE ARE FOR THE' DESTRUCTION- OF. MA
i HIMSELF, IF PEOPLE DO NOT SHOW WISDOM, THEN IN THE FINAL
1 ANALYSIS THEY WILL COME TO A CLASH, LIKE BLIND MOLES,

i AND THEN RECIPROCAL EXTERMINATION WILL BEGIN,

7_LET US. THEREFORE SHOW STATESMANLIKE WISDOM, | PROPOSE: WE
FOR OUR PART, WILL DECLARE THAT OUR SHIPS, BOUND FOR CUBA

OF OUR MILITARY SF’EC!ALISTS IN CUBA WOULD DISAPPEAR. ,.

.-

MR, PRESIDENT, | APPEAL TO YOU TO WEIGH WELL WHAT THE AGGRESSI'
PIRATICAL AchONS WHICH YOU HAVE DECLARED THE USA INTEND
TO CARRY OUT IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS, WOULD LEAD TO, .

;., IEERET REPRODUCTION FROM -THIS:COPYISK
' L PROHIBITED UNLESS "uucussm,




-2- 1101, OCTOBER 26, 7 PM (SECTION FOUR OF FOUR) FROM MOSCOW

KNOW THAT ANY SENSIBLE MAN SIMPLY CANNOT ‘AGREE WITH THIS,
CANNOT RECOGNIZE YOUR RIGHT TO SucH ACTIONS,

IF YOU DID THIS AS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS THE UNLEASHING OF .
WAR, WELL THEN, IT IS EVIDENT THAT NOTHING ELSE IS LEFT TO US
BUT TO ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE OF YOURS, IF, HOWEVER, YOU HAVE .
NOT LOST YOUR SELF-CONTROL AND SENSIBLY CONCEIVE WHAT THIS
MIGHT LEAD TO, THEN, MR, PRESIDENT, WE AND YOU AUGHT NOT
NOW TO PULL ON THE ENDS OF THE ROPE IN WHICH YOU HAVE TIED
THE KNOT OF WAR, BECAUSE THE MORE THE TWO OF US PULL, THE -
TIGHTER THAT KNOT WILL BE TIED, AND A MOMINT MAY COME WHEN
THAT KNOT WILL BE TIED SO TIGHT THAT EVEN HE WHO TIED -
|T WILL NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH TO UNTIE IT, AND THEN IT WILL.
BE _NECESSARY TO CUT THAT KNOT, AND WHAT THAT WOULD MEAN IS -
NOT FOR ME'TO EXPLAIN TO YOU, BECAUSE YOU YOURSELF UNDERSTAND
PERFECTLY OF WHAT TERRIBLE FORCES OUR COUNTRIES DISPOSE, - -

CONSEQUENTLY, IF THERE IS NO INTENTION TO TIGHTEN THAT KNOT AND'
THEREBY TO DOOM THE WORLD TO THE CATASTROPHE OF THERMONUCLEAR - WAR}:
THEN LET US NOT ONLY RELAX THE FORCES PULLING ON THE ENDS OF .THE.

ROPE, LET US TAKE MEASURES TO UNTIE THAT KNOT, WE ARE READY
FOR THIS, ¥

WE WELCOME ALL FORCES WHICH STAND ON POSITIONS OF PEACE, .
CONSEQUENTLY, | EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TO MR, BERTRAND RUSSEL
TOO, WHO MANIFESTS ALARM AND CONCERN FOR THE FATE OF THE WORLD,:

AND | READILY RESPONDED TO THE APPEAL OF THE ACTING SECRETARY
GENERAL OF THE UN, U THANT, : o

THERE, MR, PRESIDENT, ARE MY THOUGHTS, WHICH, IF YOU AGREED:
WITH THEM, COULD PUT AN END TO THAT TENSE SITUATION WHICH IS
DISTURBING ALL PEOPLES, S

THESE THOUGHTS ARE DICTATED BY A SINCERE DESIRE TO RELIEVE ‘T
SITUATION, TO REMOVE THE THREAT OF WAR, |

%



-3- 1101, OCTOBER 26, 7 PM (SECTION FOUR
RESPECTFULLY YOURS,

/5/ No KHRUSHCHEV

OCTOHER 26, 1962, END TEXT
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